Monday, April 9th, 2007 — Support of LD 262 - Taxation Committee

Good morning Senator Perry, Representative Piotti, and members of the Taxation
Committee. Mynameis}aﬂet’fobkinandistandbeforeymteéayaszmimﬁvi@ai
arnd homeowner to ask for your support of LD 262. I am a native Oregonian w
aé%eptedkiamaasmytmmeshtemdimwmdemmrﬂ?mﬁeﬁmagmndbut
dillapidated farmr home. Ifell in love with the architecture of New Engtand shortly

upon moving to Maine and quickly recognized that Maine and, indeed, New England
hars a unique culturat heritage in that of its architecture.

When 1 lived in Oregon and testified to support the revitalization of an Oregon
nrountain community, a lady from Maine took the stand. She introduced herself, as
from all places, Livermore, to testify in support of this revitalization. Her argament
was that Oregon was unique in its public lands and wilderness and that
commercialization best be focused within the private lands of this community. Fwas
moved by her speech because she testified as an outsider, she recognized whatwe
took for granted everyday what makes Oregon unique, and her testimony helped
cdhiange the destiny of this small rural community. Ineverimagined that years later I
would be in Maine standing before a Maine committee testifying about how unique
greeatest resources - its architectural heritage.

I arsk that you pay close attention to the speciat opportunity that is before you this
mrorning. Your careful understanding of LD 262 presents a unique opportunity and
vision for the future of Maine — in terms of the health and vitality of its communities,
its; quality of life, and in the spirit and pride of its people. I won't be addressing the
multiplier or ripple effect which D 262 has.  There are far more people in this room
including yourselves who have savvy expertise in this area than I could only hope to
hawve. Iask only for the opportunity to provide comment on what I feet LD 262 will
harve if passed because as a homeowner, I want my commumity to be healthy and
strong.

What the existing program has done is admirable; the potential for what it can-do is
extraordinary. The bill before you takes this program to a new level, a level of
greeater success which will build upon the current program to make it a strong and
dyrnamic economic development tool for developers, investors, and businesses who
are willing to make enormous investments to breathe new life into many of Maine's



resources and bring them back into active service. LD 262 maximizes
thee return of pubtic and private dollars invested in projects and fine tumes the tax
incentive program into a deal which better meets the needs of investors. Itis a unique
an:d cost effective tool which can attract inmovative parinerships azﬁcrea:tegreater
opportunities for projects to once again become a centerptece of each resident’s life
ared commumity well-being.

What I find remarkable about LD 262 is that this is a rare opportunity to bring
dissparate interests together where economic gains are not made at the expense of the
emvvironment. Itis an opportunity for collaborative advocacy — where the strength
ard diversity of public/private partnerships is testimony to developing meaningful
working relationships for the greatest public good. Itis not oftenr where preservation
meeets economic development in a sound and sensitive manner and truly in its finest
form! Cultural assets are important to Mamersmstasmuchastheirmtﬂtaiand
enrvironmental resources. The ability to help local communities shape their firture-and
cajpitalize on opportunities to build economic capacity while preserving a quatity of
life is a unique opportunity.

Thiere are several success tax incentive stories in the news about econpmic
development. As respected individuals in Maine state government, you share inrthis
success and are to be commended for the role you have played in the early passage of
thee existing program. But these stories are just the tip of the iceberg of what carrcome.
Threre are more Tom Niemanns out there - many more champions out there whe need
thre additional parameters and flexibility set forthin LD 262 to be able to step forward
ared really make a difference: Without adjustments to the bill, Maine won't be-able
reatize the full potential of long term economic development. 1D 262 helps addtess
economic development initiatives in a cohesive and coordinated fashion, rather than
thrrough independent efforts. It helps strengthen and maximize the abilities of each
pariner’s participation, brings higher visibility to the work underway, and really gets
thee job done. For this reason, it is incredibly important to utilize every economic
development tool obtainable to ensure Maine can successfully compete with other
states inattracting outside investors and retain businesses to help them snﬁcee& and
thorive. LD 262 helps pariners maximize their efforts and be better positioned. It
makes Maine's economic climate more attractive and stimulates capital for a wide
ramge of business ventures ranging from affordable housing, cultural and recreational
purrsuits to commercial and industrial activities.

Thiere exists regional authenticity in every corner of this state with buildings and



lamdmarks which Maine communities have a speciat identity with - places which
ev.ake vivid memories and echo a strong sense of history and sense of place. ED262
cam stimulate anﬁsnpparticmipiamﬁugpmmssesan&pmjectsmﬁqumeach
caommunity. It canstrengthen connections between Maine's cultural resources,
economic development, and its citizenry. LI 262 is a gift which can help Maine cities
amd towns attractand leverage more private investments in a way which is sensitive
amd unique to theirregion. And it is a powerful tool for transformation which can
significantly contribute to a community's livability and vitality.

Wior't you join me in supporting this bill? Your support-of LD 262 will be bald and
visionery. Hwill play a vital role in the vision for Maine's future — a vision of which
you canbe proud of. LD 262 can truly change Maine's economic development course.
LE> 262 gives Maine communities the tools they need to promote their vision of how
theey wish to-grow and prosper. What you decide deeply affects the quality of life in
Maine for its people, for its communities, its unique architecturat heritage, and where
orace again, Maine will lead the nation.

Thank you so much for your time and consideration.



